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Good afternoon, Chairs Feliz and Thomas-Henry and honorable Committee members:

My name is Kelsey Dorado Bobersky; I am the Director of State and Local Government Relations
for the Retail Council of New York State. Our organization is the state’s leading trade group for
the retail industry, representing member stores in New York City and across the state, ranging from
the smallest independent merchants to national and international brands. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak today on retail theft prevention and introductions 553 and 623.

Store and community safety is our organization’s top priority, and it has been for years. Our work
in this space is focused on organized retail crime syndicates and those engaging in habitual retail
theft. This criminal activity goes well beyond the obvious financial loss for retailers — it is a serious
issue that compromises the safety of store employees and customers.

At the state level, we joined the governor, the attorney general and lawmakers in 2024 to support
and advance new laws and related funding to address the rise in retail theft throughout the state.
These efforts have proven to be effective, as Governor Hochul in August announced that retail
theft has declined across New York.

In New York City, the Retail Council has partnered with elected officials, district attorneys, the
NYPD, businesses and community groups through the New York City Retail Theft Task Force.
The effective and consistent collaboration among dozens of participants at each meeting cannot be
understated. Since the first meeting at Gracie Mansion in December 2023, retail theft was added
to the weekly CompStat report — giving local businesses and communities the data necessary to
respond in a meaningful way. According to the most recent CompStat report on February 22, 2026,
retail theft has declined 24.2% since 2024.

We strongly encourage Mayor Mamdani to continue the work of the task force, with the support
of the City Council. The progress that has been made, to date, is important to promote a safe and
enjoyable shopping experience for residents and tourists alike.

As it relates to the bills being heard today, the Retail Council supports each bill, as they would
offer valuable assistance to small stores throughout New York City. We are more than willing to
partner with the City Council and the designated city agencies to promote the programs, should
the bills be approved.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify. I look forward to answering any questions you may
have.



