
 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

June 2, 2025 

 

 

Hon. Andrea Stewart-Cousins    Hon. Carl Heastie 

Majority Leader      Speaker 

New York State Senate     New York State Assembly 

Capitol Building      Legislative Office Building 

Room 330       Room 932 

Albany, New York 12247     Albany, New York 12248 

 

RE: S.4558-B (Hoylman-Sigal) / A.4631-B (Kelles)  

 

Dear Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins and Speaker Heastie:  

 

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, representing thousands of employers in New York 

State, we write to express our concerns with the captioned legislation. The implications of the 

requirements – and penalties for alleged non-compliance – would present real and significant 

challenges to fashion manufacturers and retailers at a time in which economic volatility is 

already present.  

 

This proposal ostensibly seeks to regulate an entire global supply chain, without a clear 

understanding of the massive international and intergovernmental complexities involved in each 

stage of the process. The definitions set forth in the bill are confusing and vague, at best, and 

certain disclosure requirements may violate existing confidentiality agreements with suppliers. 

There are also serious competitive risks, as the legislation would force covered brands to 

publicly report sensitive business information in a prescriptive manner. 

 

To be clear, our organizations take very seriously issues related to corporate social responsibility 

(CSR) and sustainability, and our concerns with this legislation do not distract from ongoing 

efforts in this space. Many national and international brands already have comprehensive CSR 

and Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) reports, including specific goals related to 

sustainability. In New York, manufacturers and retailers are also working constructively to 

comply with the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act. According to the state’s 

Department of Environmental Conservation, the law “represents the most ambitious and 

comprehensive climate and clean energy legislation in the country.” 

 



 

 

It is also important to consider recent developments in the European Union, as it relates to the 

“Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive” (CSDDD) and the “Corporate Sustainability 

Reporting Directive” (CSRD). Specifically, the European Union in April 2025 adopted 

legislation that will delay reporting and significantly simplify the scope of each law.    

 

In addition, French President Emmanuel Macron and German Chancellor Friedrich Merz have 

recently called for the elimination of the law in its entirety. According to ESG Reporting, 

President Marcron said the following: “Clearly we are very aligned now with Chancellor Merz 

… CSDDD and some other regulations have to not just be postponed for one year, but to be put 

out of the table.”   

 

Rather than encouraging and incentivizing New York businesses to examine global supply 

chains, the referenced bill would impose unworkable requirements and penalties that could 

eclipse company revenue generated from stores in the state. To say this is a punitive framework 

would be an understatement. 

 

Each stakeholder listed recognizes the importance of corporate social responsibility and 

sustainability. While we will remain a constructive part of the conversation on these issues, this 

proposal is simply not feasible for a variety of reasons. We oppose the legislation and urge its 

disapproval.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Accessories Council  

The Business Council of New York State 

Council of Fashion Designers of America 

Footwear Distributors & Retailers of America 

Manhattan Chamber of Commerce 

National Retail Federation 

Partnership for New York City 

Retail Council of New York State  

Retail Industry Leaders Association 

United States Fashion Industry Association 

 


